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Tree fees
new leaf
for city

Cost for removal set to grow

ZEN RURYK.
City Hall Burean Chief

The r.'.il'!.' is rr}'in.g b pascdd ©ad am
additional $200,000 from fees
imrlusrd farr |J|.-.:|.'|i:|1E with fress

A resident who wishes 1o remove
healthy trees from their property
o make way for a new addition,
check ar other construction project
would see the fee increase
to $300 from $200 under §
a praposal before today’s
meeting of Toronto's parks
commitiee.

The proposal also calls
for Toronty residents 1o
start paying $300 when they
file a request to remove a

9 4% more for water this VISILT; i
municipal land-iransfer tax kicks
In Feb. 1; a $6ll-a-year vehicle reg-
istration levy starts in the Gall; and
new garbage charges will be intro-
dusced Laver in 2008

In addition, Toronto reskdents
CAT EXpect i property fa ncreases
when city council finalizes its 2008
budget in the coming weeks.

“Its just making this
place not a iveable city any
muaore,” Walker sald. “Eve-
rywhere you leok, you've
got the City of Toronte out
with their hand out asking
for maore money. Then you
wonder what your $4,000
ar $5.000 in (property)

healthy 1:il}'-1sw:r||.'|l tree nanes ane paying foc”

from thelr property, "Desperate” A private tree bylaw pro-
“They're 3o despet- hibits peaple from cutting

ate here,” said Councillor down or injuring frees that

Michae] Walker, a parks commit-
tee member opposing increases.
“There's no fiscal discipline or
financial discipline at City Hall, If
It moves, they're taxing it”

Ciry officials recenthy unveiled a
plan which, if approved, will hike
fees for recreational programs by
66% over seven years and pro-
vide more free classes for the poor
Skating, swimming and leadership
programs will also be intreduced
intn schionls under the plan,

Tororbo residents will pay nearly

have a trunk with & diameter of
30'cm or greater — measured 1.4
metres from the graund — with-
ot a permit. I the city determines
atree is dead, a hazard or fatally
diseased, no permit is required.

Richard Uhhens, director of
urban forestry, said the increases
for tree services are deslgned o
ersare thiose ma.'ki.ng Hp;rli¢a1.i1u|x
pay the full costof the worke

The propasal also calls for the
intraduetion of a 50 fee for a gine

inspection,



