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Re: St. Clair Ave. West TTC Dedicated Right-of-way

Dear Sir,

In response to your letter of November 16™ 2007 and our subsequent meeting, [ understand you
to have the following three concerns:

e One, is the dedicated TTC right-of-way on St. Clair Ave. W. safe for fire apparatus to
drive on during an emergency response?

e Two, what effect does the “centre-pole” configuration have on fire apparatus using the
dedicated TTC right-of-way?

e Third, does Toronto Fire Services (TFS) have concerns “... for ease and safe operation of
...” fire apparatus due to the curb of the dedicated TTC right-of-way as installed?

Before I answer those questions, it is important to review how St. Clair Av. W. provided access
for fire fighting to buildings, any emergency access for that matter, prior to the dedicated TTC
right-of-way and how it does now.

BACKGROUND

Access for Fire Fighting to buildings is regulated in the Ontario Building Code (OBC) and, with
some exceptions, anticipates and indeed requires a building to face a street. The OBC defines a
street as being 9 meters wide. A typical driving lane is more or less 3 metres wide. A typical
street would then have three lanes for traffic. Typically this has been a lane in each direction and
one for temporary parking, unless designated as a one way street.

The above arrangement facilitates the movement of emergency vehicles by providing lanes
where traffic can pull to the right hand side amd stop as required by the Highway Traffic Act.
This provides a clear lane for emergency vehicles. Fire Apparatus are the largest of emergency



vehicles and are up to 87-6" (2.6 metres) wide and 10°-2” (3.1 metres) wide when one takes into
account the mirrors that protrude out on each side. The fire apparatus clearly requires one clear
driving lane for itself.

Prior to the beginning of construction of the dedicated TTC raised right-of-way St. Clair Ave. W.
was much wider than 9 metres. Clearly 20 metres wide with TTC track flush with the road
permitting a sharing of the roadway. The side street Raglan Ave is 9 metres wide (see Figure 1).
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Figure 1

With the installation of the Dedicated Transit Way, St. Clair Ave. W. has become a divided
roadway, no different than say University Ave., in which case it requires a nine metre wide street
on each side of the division. The nine metre street is not there, what is left for traffic is an
average of 6 metres.

The major occupancies of buildings on this section of St. Clair Ave. W. range from retail to
residential to assembly. Without doing a building by building audit, it is difficult to know if
they are all now still in compliance with the building code or if there will be implications on
future applications for building permits.
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What is known is that the access for fire fighting is considerably less than it was and the result
will have a negative impact on response times of fire apparatus and TFS ability to effectively and
efficiently fight fire.

Figure 2

The picture above shows the space required to set up an aerial apparatus. The minimum required
space is 6 metres owing to the spread of the stabilizing jacks. The space required for a pumper
class vehicle connected to a hydrant and pumping water to attack lines is about the same. Space
is required for the safe bending of the hose at high pressure and for the pump operator to stand.

The two pictures below show a section of St. Clair Ave. W., with TTC Street Car tracks at street

level, with more than ample room for fire fighting operations due to sharing of the TTC Right of
Way.

Figure 3 Figure 4
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