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OUTCOME OF PERMIT PARKING POLL

Dear Resident of Alcorn Avenue,






June 28, 2004

I am writing you and your neighbours regarding the poll I held to determine support for a change in the permit parking hours on Alcorn Avenue.  As outlined below, there will be no change to the parking regulations on Alcorn Avenue at this time.

I want to re-iterate that I have no personal or political interest in forcing a change in permit parking hours (or visitor hours) and I do not agree with overly aggressive parking enforcement on local streets, except where chronic problems exist. My only motivation in this issue is to ensure that the majority of residents are well served by the local by-laws and to bring forward to City Council any change that is desired by a clear majority of residents.

In November 2003, my office received a petition signed by 41 households (representing 33% of Alcorn households) requesting a change in the Permit Parking hours on Alcorn Avenue. City policy requires a petition signed by 25% of households to initiate this process. I have always made it my policy to respond to any petition that I receive that has been signed by a significant number of people.

The petition requested that the parking regulations on Alcorn Avenue be changed to:

Permit Parking:

6:01 p.m. to 10:00 a.m., Monday to Friday

One (1) Hour Parking:
10:01 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday to Friday

Three (3) Hour Parking:
all other days and times (enforced upon request of 

                                                  resident)

Presently, the parking regulations on Alcorn Avenue are:

Permit Parking:

12:01 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., 7 days a week

One (1) Hour Parking:
10:01 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., 7 days a week

Three (3) Hour Parking:
all other times (enforced upon request of resident)

On May 6th the poll was hand-delivered to all homes and residential buildings on Alcorn Avenue. The deadline for responding to the poll was May 24th, giving residents 18 days to reply. Only ballots that were received by the deadline were counted and I did not consider any late requests to vote.

However, in the week following May 24th, my office received over 50 calls and emails from residents of Alcorn Avenue. Five of those calls were from residents who had voted but who  

wished to change their votes, stating that they either did not understand the exclusive and punitive nature of "permit parking" or were under the assumption that permits would be freed up for those currently on the waiting list. These residents were adamant that the change in their votes be respected and the final poll results reflect those discussions. 

The final results are as follows:

Total number of ballots:      123

Number of ballots returned:  82 (66%)

Ballots Opposed to Change:  43 (53%)

Ballots in Favour of Change: 39 (47%)

In addition, there are no more than 48 households (out of a total of 123) that hold parking permits.  Further, the majority of residents on Alcorn Avenue would be negatively impacted by the removal of parking for visitors after 6:00 p.m. on weekdays. As such, there is no clear majority of residents on the street in support of making such a change to the permit parking hours. I do understand that some residents do not fully enjoy parking privileges as I am faced with a similar situation on my own street and with the parking permit that I hold.

In conclusion, at this time there will be no changes made to the permit parking hours on Alcorn Avenue. I thank you all for your patience with this process and for your very valuable input. Local issues such as this are often among the most contentious political issues we deal with at City Hall because they affect residents directly. My central aim with respect to permit parking hours is to represent the majority of residents and implement change as directed by that majority.

If a proposal comes forward to change parking regulations on your street in the future, I will hold a public meeting on the issue to ensure that all information is easier to obtain for all residents.

Yours sincerely,

Michael Walker

Councillor - Ward 22

