From St ephen Benj am n

To: Sellors, Chris

Dat e: 11/ 24/ 03 2:58pm

Subj ect : Dead Endi ng of Whodl awn Avenue West at Farnham Avenue or One-way
Operati on

To Chris Sellors of Councillor Wal ker's office

I had provided you with conments sone tinme ago about the feasibility of
closing the north/south section of Waodl awmn Avenue West at Farnham Avenue.
You have recently requested that | update this response in light of a recent
request to make the short north/south section of Wodl awn Avenue West one-way
(I believe that the request was for a one-way northbound operation of this
section of road). | have revised ny comments to reflect both options.

We have in the past | ooked at ways to reduce traffic volumes on both Farnham
and on Whodlawmm W To control speeds, we have installed speed hunmps in the
md 1970's on Bal noral and Farnham (these were the first streets in the City
to ever get speed hunps). From past council mnutes from 1974 and 1976,

di scovered that when the original plan for speed hunps (bunps) was approved
for both Bal noral and for Farnham Wodl awm West was included in the plan
However, the Council mnutes indicated that the | ocal Al derman at the tine,
Col in Vaughan, had requested that the hunps not go in on Wodl awmn Ave. W due
to resident opposition. W are currently awaiting new traffic counts for
Whodl awmn Ave. W to determine if speed hunps are currently warranted for
Woodl awn Avenue West .

Wth respect to dead-endi ng Wodl awmn Avenue West at Farnham Avenue, | do not
think that this is a good idea for the follow ng reasons:

1) There are traffic control signals at Wodl am Ave W and Yonge Street.
Resi dents of both streets (i.e. Wodl awn and Farnhan) use these signals to
safely access Yonge Street. As traffic volumes and congestion increases in
the City, this access via signals is nore desirable. Also, residents of both
streets use the Farnham Ave. to access Avenue Road

2) Residents on Wodl awn woul d | ose direct access to Avenue Road and woul d
only be able to get to Avenue Road by nmeking a left turn to northbound Yonge
Street and then left on to Farnham and/or Balnmoral. This would add to

i ncreased congestion on Yonge Street as the northbound to westbound left turn
demand woul d i ncrease at Farnham and Yonge and at Bal noral and Yonge

Further, while traffic volumes on Wodl awmn Ave. W would no doubt decrease,
traffic volumes on both Bal noral and Farnham woul d increase, a situation that
woul d not be acceptable to the residents on those streets, who have expressed
concerns in the past respecting traffic volunmes on their streets.

3) De Lasalle College takes its vehicul ar access from Wodl awmn Wand al so from
Farnham Ditto to nmy conments in Item 2. as notorists destined to Wodl awn
Ave. W would have to cone across Farnham from Avenue Rd. to Yonge Street,
turn right at Yonge and right again at Wodlawn. This would create

i nconveni ence, increase congestion on Yonge Street, and lead to increases in
fuel consunption and em ssions. The school and/or its parents may object to
the partial |oss of access to Avenue Road/ Yonge Street.



4) to physically dead-end a street, we need a turning circle at the dead-end
section in order to turn around our garbage trucks, snow pl oughi ng equi pnent,
etc. There is physically insufficient space to construct such a turning
circle without expropriating land from adjacent |and owners.

5) Access for energency vehicles would be restricted to Yonge Street whereas
now t hey can access Wodl awn Ave. W from both Yonge Street and from Avenue
Road. This could result in potentially |longer response times in the event of
an emergency.

Wth respect to naki ng Whodl awn Avenue West one-way, similar concerns would
raised with this issue except that we obviously would not have to construct a
turning circle on Wodl awmm W, south of Farnham

The inpact of this proposal would be difficult to cal cul ate and woul d depend
upon which direction traffic will operate (northbound or southbound). Wile
one coul d expect to see traffic volumes drop by about half (current daily
volunes are in the 1,600 - 1,700 range per day, about half as nuch on either
Bal noral or Farnham), residents of both Farnham and Wodl awn W woul d have to
potentially travel nore circuitous routes to/fromtheir honmes. Again, we
woul d anticipate higher traffic volumes on the easterly portion of Farnham and
on Balnmoral as notorists seek alternative routes. W would anticipate
increased left turn demand from Yonge Street to both Bal noral and to Farnham
resulting in increased congestion on Yonge Street (due to the narrow wi dth of
Yonge Street, there is insufficient road space to maintain 4 |anes of traffic
and also to install exclusive left turn | anes from northbound Yonge to

Bal noral and to Farnham - exclusive turn | anes woul d be necessary to nmitigate
the delays that increased left turn demand from Yonge Street would create).

Not wi t hst andi ng, shoul d your constituent wish to proceed with either proposal
to cl ose Whodl awn Avenue West at Farnham Avenue, or to nmke the north/south
section of Wodl awn Avenue West one-way, then | woul d suggest that she get a
petition together signed by as many househol ds which take access fromthe
street indicating support. | would al so suggest that your office convene a
public neeting of all residents on Farnham as well as Wodl awn as inplenenting
this closure would inpact on themas well. Assunming that consensus is
achieved in favour of the closure, then we could report to Community Counci
to get by-law approval. However, due to the negative inpacts noted above, we
do not, froma technical traffic engineering perspective, support either of
the proposals.

We are not ruling out the inplenmentation of speed hunps at this time until we
have a chance to review the nost recent traffic counts. Should speed hunps be
warranted, we believe that this option would present the |east intrusive
option for all residents, while ensuring that | ower operating speeds are
experienced on Wodl awmn West, sinilar to those seen on both Bal noral Avenue
and Farnham Ave.
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